WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of automatically enabling or disabling backlight of an electronic 
device based on a predetermined time, the method being implemented in the 
electronic device including a memory having an established backlight control 

5 database containing a predetermined enabled time of backlight and a 
predetermined disabled time of backlight, and a microprocessor which, in 
response to pressing one of keys of a keypad of the electronic device, performs 
the steps of: 

automatically reading and inquiring the predetermined enabled time of 
10 backlight and the predetermined disabled time of backlight from the database of 
the memory, determining whether the predetermined enabled time of backlight 
or the predetermined disabled time of backlight has been reached, and in 
response to having reached the predetermined enabled time of backlight or the 
predetermined disabled time of backlight, performing the step of: 
15 activating a keypad LED of the electronic device to enable or disable 

keypad backlight of the electronic device when the predetermined enabled time 
of backlight or the predetermined disabled time of backlight stored in the 
database has been reached. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein in response to determining that time has not 
20 reached the predetennlned enabled time of backlight or the predetermined 

disabled time of backlight, maintains the electronic device at its current state. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein one of the keys of the keypad is set as a 
default backlight activation key in the database so that in response to pressing 
the default backlight activation key when a backlight condition of the electronic 

25 device is set as a disabled state, the keypad backlight can be lit manually by 
causing the microprocessor to perform the steps of: 

determining whether the default backlight activation key is pressed and in 
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response to determining that the default backlight activation key is pressed and 
for manually lighting the keypad backlight causing the microprocessor to perform 
the steps of: 

in response to determining that a user has pressed the default backlight 
5 activation key, activating a power circuit of the keypad LED; 

causing the power circuit to supply power to the keypad LED; 
emitting light from the keypad LED as energized by power supplied from the 
power circuit, enabling the keypad backlight, and causing the timer circuit to 
begin time count; and 
10 disabling the power circuit by stopping supplying power when the time count 

of the timer circuit has reached a predetermined period of time, disabling the 
keypad LED, and turning off the keypad backlight. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the keypad LED is maintained at the 
disabled state in response to pressing any key other than the default backlight 

15 activation key. 

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the default backlight activation key is a 
MENU key. 

6. The method of claim 3, wherein the default backlight activation key is an 
OPTION key. 

20 7. The method of claim 1 , wherein the electronic device is a cellular phone. 
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